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Lou sville, KY

- dren 'who
©are not en-

“Acall to

Tourier-Jours

‘catch

a falling child

zre falling through

the cracks of our
kealthcare system. There
ere approximaiely 13,000
childrea in our cormy

housands of childrea
! -in Leuisville Metre

ity
. +who are eligibie but unen-

roiled in Medicaid and
KCHIP, the government-
sponsarsd programs that
Frovide. what .should be a
safery net for uminsured
childras. For KCHIP, thers
are more ek
igikle chil--

wellad then
these who
are. ’
Anothar
problem Is
that many
children
who are
lucky
encugh to get enrolled end
up falling out of these Ppro-
grams whel it comes Hme

to resnrojl eve:ylZmontb.s .

State data show that in

2007 over 3,000 d‘uldren m
Louisville were dropped
from Medicaid and KCHIP,
and we estipate that up to
2,000 of these draps comid
have been avoided with
better guireach and enrell-

. Itent pmcecm:a .

Fora commumty whose
gconomy is insressingly

based upon high-quality -

medizal care, medical re-
search and health ineur-

ance, it is yunacceptable that |

so many of pur most vid-
nerable ditizens — our chil-
dren — are Ldling through
the cracks.

. This siuation is espe-
~ially tinacceptahle in lighe
of that faetr that it wes
largely created over the
past several years by deci:
sions made in FranlTort to
xestrics outreach and ex-

rollment activities. State.

workets ware putled fom
aeighborhood health. clin-
irs and hogpitmls, A face-to-
face interview was mads
mandatory In order to en-
roll in KT, requiring
working familles (for
whom the progrem is ip-
tendes) to take oF work to
sign up. Kentrcky ds one of
Omiy three states that stll
Tequire ths face-to-face in-
TErview. -

Ve understand the chal-
lenges that ou current
bucget situation Fresents

to e state, but.the sitna-

tion in Louisvilla canmot
wait. Various measm'es of
child health in Kentucky
show that children in gur
city have a highe* inei-
deree of several sericus
health conditions than in
the state as 2 whole'— in-
chdmg a.,thma, diabetes
and lead exposure. We can-
not ‘wait to'ansure that the
children in odr community
have health _koverage until
some day in‘the future
when
‘changes
can ~ be
made state-
. wide.
Gav.

shear cam-
‘paigned
heavily on
his inten-
tions ta
i cover all
wainsured children in the
state by i lnproving out-
reach aud simpiffving en-

rollment in Medicaid and -

ECHIP, CLOUT is calling
upon bis administeation to
work with the Cousville
commm:rty to develop a pi-
lot project to Jmn]e.me.nt
national best p"acluces in
entolling and retaining
children in thege programs.
Other parts of the country
havebéen able iy producea

" much higher rate of snroll-

ment than we bave here @

Lenisville and in Kentucky -

simply by adopting some of
these pracnces
CLOUT is alsa chal-

lenging 21l players in our-
‘local health care dehvery

SYSLem. t0 step up and play:
a rle in makmg this pilot
as effective as possible.
Many have already ex-
presser? their sunpart for a
local pilat program and
their willingness to be 2

part of it

OuM,a.:dlBl, UV&L’].UDU .

local citzens wili be com-
ing tcgeher with state and
local officials to launch

-“Catch a Falling Child" I

Four orgamizaticn wonld

Iike w0 play arole in this af-

Ior, cpntact CLOUT at

(502) 383-1287 or
elont@belleouthnet. -

THE REY. LOUIS MERAARN

St Franchs o.‘ Assissi Cathoh}r;‘
Llh_
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Baptired Fenteonsts Churen of
Heiinass
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