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tafanya Cain, left, applanded some of the speakers at.CLOUTS meeting. Threz of her children, Jordan Cain,
from [eft, Edward Smath and Jawonya Cain, also attemded. For 2 photo gallery, ¢a. to wewicourier-joumal com,

‘Action sought on

child health care

By Cliarlie White
cwhlte@xourier joumateom
The Caucar-owal

Mora thap 1,000 members of
alocal interfith advocacy
voiced thefr concerns to off-
Cals last night about Issusethey
say pose threats to chiidres's
he=alth, !

Membess of CLOUT — Cit-
zens of Lonfsville Organized
and United Together — zsked:

' szte and Joeal leaders to lend

thelr support toward developing
a pilot progrand in Jeffezson
County to desrease the large
mumber of low-income childwen
who aren't enmolled in the Ken-’

stucky Children's Fealth Insur-

ance Program, TSR,

According to CLOUT, only
about half of the 110,000 chil-
.Exem believed <o be eligible for
tie program are ‘aproled, and
aboyt 13,000 Louisville chiidren
are amony those left our,

Last night's assembiy; dubbed
"Caich 2 Falling Chiid” was at-
fended by 1100 peozle and held
& Fourih Aveoe Tnitéd Methp-
dist Chuwch at Fouxth aad St
Cathevine smests in 0ld Louis-
ville It was standing room anip:

LzTorya Cain, a Lowdsvile
mather whose S-year-0id chiid
is esthiuetic and Zeguies a re-
gimer: of expapsie Drescrintdon

. drugs, sharad with the crowd

her story of eing droppad from
ite XUHTY program-for Ravins

- tog much income even thousgs

siie is fimancialiy eligivle for
food starmos, .
ol =

Zaim recelved a st fogeen
2oz atter telling offivials, T

. negqd gejp”

Chitdres 4p to 18 pears old
ace eligible for BEIOHID if their.
faratly earns 200 pereent o= less
of the federal poverty Jevel, rir-
reaily $42,400a vear for a famiy
of four .

CLOUT hzs blamed the low

- participation rate oh the state’s

ladic of mmtreach and a cumber.
some applicadon process that
recuires a fage-to-face interview

“"There are still Jinited placas
whereby childien can be sizned
up,” the Rev. Elvyn Hamilon,
CLOUT vice president; told tha
oW

Steve Munz, Sepurty secietary
of the state Cabinet for Health
and Family Services, ‘was one of
‘he officials whe attended Jast
night, He said recently elected
Govw Steve Beshonr wil make
good on a carpaign primize to
fix"the ECHI? svstery snd ex-
tend heslth-care coverage to ev-
ery child in the stute. ¥e also got
a sranding ovaton

Dr: Adewaie Troutmar, di-
rector of the Louisville Metro
Department of Public Health
and Vidlnass, told the crowd he

il *tizelessly” wrork with other.

stalreheldexs to develow and im-
piement the zilot program in
Jeflersen County, whick sims ta
incraasse snrgliment by at least

"6;000 children in the viext three

Pears. -

State Ber. Tarmryl Owens, D-
Louisville, also attended, saying
ne intodwsed a bifl duzing this
lezislatioe sessicn to do away
with the KCEIP face-io-fage -
serview: “We dido’t get omch ae-
tHom on it, bt we'll by agein
rexr vean” Owens said befere
challenging CLCUT memkers
0 zally then in Frankcors

Swimming pool closires

Adso last night, CLOUT
mempers wrged metn govern-

ment to recomsider a pian o
cigse fIve swimming poois.

In Fabruary, the city an-
nonneed that it planned t6 close.
five pools: Breshn, at Payne
Street and Lexingon Road;
Sheloy Park, at 600 2. Cak Sty
and ones at Watterson. Elemesn-
tary, 3900 Breckenridge Lane;

‘Hazehwood Elementary 1325

Bluegrass Ave; mnd Western
Sigh School, 2501 Roclkford
Lane.

The city has said the upkeep |
on the alder pools was too much
of an expense, and the use bf
eutdoor citpun pools Las da
clined ax the popularicy of water
parks, such as the mme zat Six
Flags Fentucky Kinpdom, has
Mcranged

Troutmnag, & furmer Lifeguard

.in the Brozx borough of Mew

York, spokes to the qovwd on b
half of the city and Metra Parks
last night, saying metrs govern-
ment would loolt iote making
sure all parts of <he sty hase
equal acesss to swimmingzfacil-
ities. :

TYestexday a letterwas sent to
CLOUT by USA Saimming, the
national governing bady of com-
petifive swirmming, {0 express
mrerest I developing pocls e
low-income Leulsviile neish-
borheods and teeming wp Wit
heto Parks to provide chil-

-dren's classes,

Tke letter wwag sent afier
Olympic gold medslis: and na--
tive Lomlsvilian dMary 7 Meagh-
er Izat comtacted USA Swim-
ming wbuut e peol dosures,

The ity agreed w© asplore
the iden, szid Troviman, who
alsy read a leter of suppest
from Metro Mayor Jemr £hrar-
soTL

Revorter Charlie White can b¢
reached ar (302} FR2-4655.





